


Club Information
http://www.conngmc.com
Officers & Executive Committee

James E. Robertson President
860-633-7279, jrobert685@aol.com

! ke Shaw, Ist Vice President, Trails & Shelters
860-381-9130, msshaw2 @mail.com

Dennis P. Himes, 2™ Vice President of Activities
< -454-8301, dennis@cookhimes.us

Ja F: 1, Director
860-221-9173 james_fritz@sbcglobal.net

Andrew J, Hood, Alt Director
860-646-2753, andrew.hood@snet.net

Kevin T. Burke, Secretary
203-729-1603, burke-kevin@sbcglobal.net

Richard Hart, Treasurer
203-484-9925, huntcar@att.net

Please direct all inquiries regarding the Club to the
President.

The Trail Talk is published four times a year, Winter,
Spring, Summer and Fall. Activity schedules are included
in each issue. Reports of activities and articles must be sent
to the editor no later than the tenth day of the month of the
publication. Send articles to:

Carol A. Langley
67 Pondview Drive
Southington, CT 06489
cosmical14@yahoo.com

Membership

When filling out the form to join or renew, circle the
Connecticut Section on the application to receive, at no
extra charge, the Connecticut Section’s newsletter and
activity schedule.

Dues:

Individual Adult $45.00
Family $60.00
Senior (70 or older) or Limited Income $25.00
Sponsor (Individual/Family) $75.00

Send annual dues to:

The Green Mountain Club

4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road

Waterbury Center, VT 05677-9904

(802) 244-7037, http://www.greenmountainclub.org
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All reports must be sent in a Word Document
in Times Roman 11. Reports sent from I-
phones or I Pads will be returned. Thank you!
Carol A. Langley & Celia Campbell-Mohn

Thank you for your Donation to the CT. Section
Leslie & Richard Chandler. A big thank to Leslie
who spent a morning this past summer helping me
to get years of Trail Talk in order.

As Jim Robertson has mentioned in his President’s
Message I plan to step down as your editor of Trail
Talk after our next issue which will be sent out in Dec.

The job is not hard but time consuming. Reports are
sent to me by most activity leaders shortly after they
have held the activity. A format is set up and reports
can be brought in very easily. The President’s Message
is also brought in to the header page. Dennis Himes
our V.P. of Activities sends a ready to go activity
schedule.

Trail Talk cut off is the 10" of Mar. June, Sept. and
Dec. to allow time to get all reports and activities in.
This allows time to get newsletter printed and some
copies mailed at least 15 days before the first activity.

Yes, we are still mailing some copies as we have
members who are our Arm Chair Supporters and do
not have computers but enjoy reading the activity
reports with a cup of tea or coffee in their easy chair. I
will help whoever steps forward with the processing of
the issue for Apr. — June of 2018. I would also
encourage them to help with the issue that will be
produced in Dec. It is basically following the format
that has been set in place.

Please consider stepping up to help your section
continue your newsletter.
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Hartman Park y Hike
Sat. May 13, 2017

This delightful hike started by walking through fairy land, a
small section of the trail near the beginning that is decorated
with an assortment of fairies. 1 was a bit sorry 1 hadn’t
brought anything to add. We had a fun group which proved
useful by the time we reached Laughing Rock.

There Linda decided to share a few “Don” storied about the
wonderful cars she had the honor to drive through the years
and believe me we were all laughing at her stories. From
there we looked for Turtle Rock, next on the list of
interesting rock formations in the park. Indeed when we
found it, there was a formation at the top that looked just
like a turtle. Our final find was Snout Rock which was
featured in the 50 hikes book.

We came out to a picnic area that was set up like a
classroom with a chalk board, chalk and erasers. Everything
you need for an outdoor classroom. Having nice picnic
tables there, we stopped and took a lunch break. We learned
about several wild plants in the forest, as Tom Adams is
really good at identification of plants. 1 always try to
remember one plant on any given trip and this time it was
lady slippers and wintergreen. There was also this neat
stone fireplace in the middle of no-where. 1 just thought we
had to stop and grill something there so I’m thinking we just
may have to go back another time to do that. Anyway this is
a delightful place to hike. We clocked in around 5 miles.

Hikers: Mandy Brink, Tom and Patty Adams, Don and
inda Hagstrom, Mike Shaw, George Jackson, Sarah
O’Hare, Gary Griffin, Darry Ruiter

Bluff Point Kayaking
Sun—June 25, 2017

It was the perfect day to paddle. The temperature was
perfect and there was a nice breeze on the water. Our first
stop was a sandbar with much protected area for the Piping
Plover. We walked around to the end, pulled our kayaks to
the other side and paddled on.

We found a fabulous place for lunch on an island with a
small protected cove. We sat on the rocks and just enjoyed
the peace of the ocean while we ate our food. On our
paddle back. we spotted a sandy beach full of little birds
w ot L I fi 1 out that they were
American Oysrerpncxers. Our paddle back was a bit more
work since the tide had shifted but delightful just the same.
We all agreed it has been a great day on the water.

Paddlers: Mandy Brink, Mike Shaw, Dick Hart, Andy and
Holly Hood

Quinnipiac River Paddle
Sat. July 8, 2017

Dave and Barbara pulled into the bowling alley parking lot
Just before 9:00 a.m. Kayaks unloaded we then spotted my
car at the takeout.

The heavy rains from the day before had the Q River really
moving. We did not paddle a Y% down the river when we
faced our first blow down. This would become a challenging
day keep your eyes on the river and your paddles in the
water. A few lovely calm places with trees arching overhead
helped us to forget the blow downs and gave us the desire to
continue. I had brought my bow-saw but it was useless in
most places, what we needed was dynamite to get the job
done in some places.

We came upon a large oak tree that was laid across the river
and covered with poison ivy. Barbara put her
ENGINEERING SKILLS to the test. Along side of my
kayak was a long piece of a wood plank which together we
managed to bring to the right side of the river where there
was just dead limbs without the covering of poison ivy.
With the plank in place we were able to pull all 3 kayaks and
ourselves safely to the other side to continue on.

The Q was weaving itself in and “S” path most of the day.
Wildlife sightings for the day were two families of ducks
one a mallard and one a merganser, a Great Blue Heron flew
over our heads as we rounded a bend. Next we had a
barking dog who was running alongside us from his
backyard shouting “keep out™!

Another bend, another blow down. This time Dave saw a
path leading up a bank which we used to move our kayaks to
a place where we actually were able to let them slide down
the bank just past the blow down. Time for lunch and a well
deserved break.

Passing under the rt. 322 bridge the paddling became easy
since the river had been cleaned for the race. Here we
relaxed and enjoyed the treed area. Because it had taken us
so long to paddle from the bowling alley to rt. 322 I was
having doubts as our having passed our take out. What
suddenly appears but two gentlemen standing on the bank in
their back yard who assured us the take out was just ahead.

Soon the white marks appear on the rock marking the
takeout. Never once did Barbara or Dave want to give up.
Dave just kept sayi this is a tricky river. Thanks for being
such great sorts.

If you want more than just an easy paddle the “Tricky Q” is
for you.

Paddlers: Carol A. Langley, Barbara & Dave
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JOIN THE CONNECTICUT SECTION OF THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB

The ~nnecticut :ction offers a wide range of outdoor activities all year ound: Hikit ba pz
canoeing, snowshoeing and work parties in VT to maintain our section of the Long Trail. Members will receive
Trail Talk our section newsletter and The Long Trail News, a quarterly publication of the Green Mountain Club,
published four times a year, and discounts on GMC items such as books and shirts, etc.

ANNUAL DUES NAME:
Individual $45.00
ADDRESS:
Family $60.00
Senior/Student/ $25.00 PHONE:

Limited Income
E-MAIL:

Lifetime Membership $1000

Please make checks payable to the Green Mountain Club. Mail your payment with form to:
Green Mountain Club, 4711 Waterbury-Stowe Rd., Waterbury Center, VT. 05677

Carol A. Langley
67 Pondview Drive
Southington, CT 06489



